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Abstract

The rise in patients seeking corneal refractive surgery, despite having systemic autoimmune diseases, underscores the need
for special considerations when treating these individuals. Recent studies have expanded our knowledge in identifying and
evaluating autoimmune disorders and their potential side effects in the results of corneal refractive surgery with laser. This
study briefly examines the pathogenic factors, clinical aspects, and possible complications in patients with systemic
autoimmune disorders subjected to these surgeries. In total, 132 articles were selected for this research among the reviewed
studies. Considering that the release of various cytokines caused by systemic autoimmune disorders can lead to destructive
corneal consequences, the need for early diagnosis before any laser surgery for refractive errors seems essential. Although
procedures such as LASIK and PRK are commonly performed on patients with autoimmune disorders, important
considerations must be made. Studies have not yet confirmed definitive contraindications to laser refractive surgery for
autoimmune disorders.
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