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Questions to answer in choosing a journal 

National or international audience?  

Language? 

The journal’s content area/culture? 

What is the journal’s exposure? 

What about the impact factor? 

Practical matters (time to publication, etc.) 



National or international audience? 
   Is the topic relevant to a particular national audience, 

such as clinicians, basic scientists or policymakers?  Does 
it present data that is primarily of local or national 
interest?  If so, consider a journal whose audience or 
language is national in scope 

 
 OR  
 
   Does the article deal with universal biological, 

psychological or sociological themes that are relevant to 
scientists or practitioners all over the world?  If so, 
consider an international journal or a well-indexed 
English language journal. 

 
 To find out about the journal’s focus: 

READ its mission statement, look at 
content and evaluate its editorial board 



Which language? 

 For international audience: English is probably 
the language of choice 

 

Option: Publish in several languages (with 
editors’ permission) 

 

 For national audiences: publish in the language 
of the country  

 

 

 



Consider the journal’s content area 
and culture 

 

• Consult mission statement for topics, goals, 
policy, audience 

•   

• Get acquainted with the journal’s ”format” for 
articles, subject matter, methodological rigor, 
etc. 

 

• See who is on the editorial board  



What is the journal’s exposure? 

• Does it reach your specific audience: researchers, 
clinicians, basic scientists, policymakers?  

• Perhaps members of a certain professional society? 

• How available is the journal in the important 
databases? 

• Abstracting and indexing services recording the journal: 
    great variation, but generally larger among English 

language journals  

• Impact factor: Only available for English language 
journals 



Consider your chances of being 
accepted? 

• Acceptance rates: English language: 15 - 95%,      non-
English: 25 - 100% 
• http://journalinsights.elsevier.com 

 

• Note: many journals do not know their acceptance rates 
or do not want to state them 

 

• Acceptance depends on quality and style of the article 
and administrative resources of the journal (some 
journals may help with text and language editing) 
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Consider, but do not be fooled by, the Journal 
Impact Factor (JIF) 

• JIF is determined by the frequency at which 
articles in that journal were cited 

 

• high impact journals have more prestige, but JIF 
depends on other things, like number of co-
authors and indexing 

 

• non-English journals are at a disadvantage 

• number of databases indexing the journal will 
determine who sees abstract of article 



The Journal Impact Factor 

• The average citation frequency for articles 
published in a journal, or how many times, on 
average, during the study year the articles that 
appeared the 2 preceding years of that journal 
received citations in other (ISI) indexed journals 



Consider these practical 
aspects: 

• How long to get the article peer reviewed? 

• How long between acceptance and publication? 

• Special audiences 

• How much editorial support does it give? 

 



Benefits of publishing in open 
access journals? 

• Free Access =Maximum Visibility  

 

•  Higher chances to be cited 

 

•  Immediate publication and included in PubMed 

 

•  Authors retain copyright 

 

• BMC promotes selected articles 

 



 



From the landing page, click Advanced Search 



Enter a subject keyword, and then click More 
Limiters 



Under Key Features, select Refereed/Peer-
reviewed and Open Access 



If desired, add other Key Features to further 
narrow your results 





Finding a Journal in JCR 
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Enter your requested 

journal in the search 

box, e.g. Learning and 

Instruction 

Select the JCR year 

and the edition(s) of 

SCIE / SSCI or other 

fields 
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Key Indicators Provided by JCR 
 

•Total Cites 

•Impact Factor  

•5-Year Impact Factor 

•Immediacy Index 

•Cited Half-Life 

•Citing Half-Life 

•Eigenfactor Score 

•Article Influence Score 

•and more …… 

 

In this workshop, we shall 
focus on the meaning of 

Impact Factor, which has been 
the most widely used JCR 

indicator for journal ranking.  
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What is Journal Impact Factor? 

• Journal Impact Factor is a simple statistics 
intended to reflect the “impact” of a journal. 
Basically it indicates the average number of 
times an article published in the particular 
journal during the past two years was being 
cited. 

 

• Journal Impact Factor is based on the InCites 
Journal Citation Reports which is updated on 
annual basis. 

21 



Below is only a simplified explanation of the metrics. For definitions 
in the JCR journal report pages helpand details, click the  

Total Cites Total number of citations for this journal in the JCR year 

Impact Factor  On average, how many times an article in this journal is being 
previous years twobased on articles published in the  –cited  

5-Year Impact 
Factor 

On average, how many times an article in this journal is being 
years previous fivebased on articles published in the  –cited  

Immediacy Index On average, how many times an article in this journal is being 
cited in the same year – based on last year's data (reflects 
more about the nature of the subject than journal quality) 

Cited Half-Life Indicates how far back the older articles in this journal are still 
being cited (reflects more about the nature of the subject than 
journal quality) 

22 

http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_jrnlinfo.htm


Citing Half-Life Indicates how recent or how old the bibliography referred by articles 
in this journal are (reflects more about the nature of the subject than 
journal quality) 

Eigenfactor Score The Eigenfactor Score is some kinds of enhanced 5-year impact 
factor –  by giving higher score for getting cited in more influential 
journals and eliminates self-citation 

Article Influence 
Score  

The Article Influence Score is derived from the Eigenfactor Score 
based on matching the share of the journal's influence against the 
share of the journal's share of articles. The neutral influence score is 
1.00 – thus a journal with article influence score greater than 1.00 
indicates that each article in the journal has above-average influence 
and vice versa 

Below is only a simplified explanation of the metrics. For 
definitions and details, click the help in the JCR journal report 

pages 
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Impact Factor for Different  JCR Years 
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Impact Factor = 
No. of Cites to 2012 or 2013 items in 2014 

No. of items published in 2012 or 2013 

Working Example: Impact Factor of Learning and Instruction 

(JCR SSCI 2014) = 3.585 
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Impact Factor Trend of a Journal 
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Journal Ranking by Impact Factor by JCR Subject Category 
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By default, journals 

are ranked by its 

current impact factor 

by subject 

NOTE: 
A journal can belong to more than one subject 
category; and therefore it is possible for a journal 
to have different ranks 



The Meaning of Quartiles in JCR 
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Journal Ranking by Impact Factor by JCR Subject Category 
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e.g. 224 journals 

under the category of 

education & 

educational research 
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To Save the Journal Data of a List of Journals 
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Click on the “Customize 

indicators” button to add 

more other indicators 
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Export the 

report to excel 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



And some useful links:  

• http://journalfinder.elsevier.com/ 

• Elsevier journal finder 

 

 

• https://journalsuggester.springer.com/ 

• Springer journal finder 
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Note!!! 

• Don’t forget after selecting journal, check this journal with 
ministry of health's journal black list system, its too 
important!! 

 

• http://blacklist.research.ac.ir/ 

 

 



 



 


