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Questions to answer in choosing a journal

National or international audience?
Language?

The journal’s content area/culture?
What is the journal’s exposure?
What about the impact factor?

Practical matters (time to publication, etc.)




National or international audience?

Is the topic relevant to a particular national audience,
such as clinicians, basic scientists or policymakers? Does
it present data that is primarily of local or national

interest? If so, consider a journal whose audience or
language is national in scope

OR

Does the article deal with universal biological,
psychological or sociological themes that are relevant to
scientists or practitioners all over the world? If so,

consider an international journal or a well-indexed
English language journal.

To find out about the journal’s focus:
READ its mission statement, look at
content and evaluate its editorial board




Which language?

" For international audience: English is probably
the language of choice

" Option: Publish in several languages (with
editors’ permission)

" For national audiences: publish in the language
of the country




Consider the journal’s content area
and culture

* Consult mission statement for topics, goals,
policy, audience

* Get acquainted with the journal’s “"format” for
articles, subject matter, methodological rigor,
etc.

* See who is on the editorial board




What is the journal’s exposure?

* Does it reach your specific audience: researchers,
clinicians, basic scientists, policymakers?

* Perhaps members of a certain professional society?

* How available is the journal in the important
databases?

* Abstracting and indexing services recording the journal:
great variation, but generally larger among English
language journals

* Impact factor: Only available for English language
journals




Consider your chances of being
accepted?

* Acceptance rates: English language: 15 - 95%, non-
English: 25 - 100%

http://journalinsights.elsevier.com

* Note: many journals do not know their acceptance rates
or do not want to state them

* Acceptance depends on quality and style of the article
and administrative resources of the journal (some
journals may help with text and language editing)
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Consider, but do not be fooled by, the Journ
Impact Factor (JIF)

* JIF is determined by the frequency at which
articles in that journal were cited

* high impact journals have more prestige, but JIF
depends on other things, like number of co-
authors and indexing

* non-English journals are at a disadvantage

* number of databases indexing the journal will
determine who sees abstract of article




The Journal Impact Factor

* The average citation frequency for articles
published in a journal, or how many times, on
average, during the study year the articles that
appeared the 2 preceding years of that journal
received citations in other (ISI) indexed journals




Consider these practical
aspects:

* How long to get the article peer reviewed?

* How long between acceptance and publication?
* Special audiences

* How much editorial support does it give?




Benetfits of publishing in open
access journals?

* Free Access =Maximum Visibility

* Higher chances to be cited

* Immediate publication and included in PubMed
* Authors retain copyright

* BMC promotes selected articles
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1999 274 0.918 0.673 Mot A ..

Immediacy Citable

Index
Graph

0.945
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1.220
2.452
1.475
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0.385
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0.200
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0.643
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0.320

Items
Graph

55
52
42
59
42
40
42
52
40
30
30
32
28

23
25

Cited
Half-
Life

Graph

75
73
7.1
6.8
6.8
6.9
6.4
6.5
5.1
6.6
6.0
6.5
6.4
6.2
6.2
5.6

Citing
Half-
Life
Graph
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95
10.0
212)
9.6
93
97
=10.0
=10.0
9.6
=10.0
=10.0
9.5
93
8.7
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Eigenfacto Article

Score
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0.00626
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0.00510
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Not A
Not A. ..
Mot A
Mot A. ..
Not A
Mot A .
Mot A. ..

% Normalize: Average
Influence  Articles Eigenfacto JIF
Score in Citable Graph Percentile
Graph ltems Graph
Graph

1.728 100.00 072201 97.169 =~
1.670 100.00 0.68986 96.614
1.336 100.00 Mot ... 98.187
1.286 100.00 Mot .. 98.165
0.981 100.00 Mot .. 96.821
0.862 100.00 Mot ... 93.627
0.917 100.00 Mot .. 79.451
1.018 100.00 Mot .. 73.427
Mat ... 100.00 Mot ... 88.375
Mot ... 100.00 Mot .. 88.346
Mat ... 93.33 Mot .. 88.209
Mot ... 96.88 Mot .. 82.729
Mat ... 92.86 Mot ... 65.330
Mot ... 100.00 Mot .. 82.880
Mat ... 100.00 Mot .. 50.06%
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Key Indicators Provided by JCR

Total Cites

e ————
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5-Year Impact Factor

Immediacy Index

Cited Half-Life

Citing Half-Life
Eigenfactor Score
Article Influence Score

and more ......

—

In this workshop, we shall
focus on the meaning of
Impact Factor, which has been

the most widely used JCR
indicator for journal ranking.




What is Journal Impact Factor?

* Journal Impact Factor is a simple statistics
intended to reflect the “impact” of a journal.
Basically it indicates the average number of
times an article published in the particular
journal during the past two years was being

cited.

* Journal Impact Factor is based on the InCites
Journal Citation Reports which is updated on

annual basis.




Below is only a simplified explanation of the metrics. For definitions
and details, click the help in the JCR journal report pages

Total Cites Total number of citations for this journal in the JCR year

Impact Factor  On average, how many times an article in this journal is being
cited — based on articles published in the two previous years

5-Year Impact  |\On average, how many times an article in this journal is being
Factor cited — based on articles published in the five previous years

Immediacy Index On average, how many times an article in this journal is being
cited in the same year — based on last year's data (reflects
more about the nature of the subject than journal quality)

Cited Half-Life |Indicates how far back the older articles in this journal are still
being cited (reflects more about the nature of the subject than

journal quality) ‘



http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_jrnlinfo.htm

Below is only a simplified explanation of the metrics. For
definitions and details, click the help in the JCR journal repor

pages

Citing Half-Life

Indicates how recent or how old the bibliography referred by articles
in this journal are (reflects more about the nature of the subject than
journal quality)

Eigenfactor Score

The Eigenfactor Score is some kinds of enhanced 5-year impact
factor — by giving higher score for getting cited in more influential
journals and eliminates self-citation

Article Influence
Score

The Article Influence Score is derived from the Eigenfactor Score
based on matching the share of the journal’s influence against the
share of the journal's share of articles. The neutral influence score is
1.00 - thus a journal with article influence score greater than 1.00
indicates that each article in the journal has above-average influence

and vice versa


http://admin-apps.webofknowledge.com/JCR/help/h_jrnlinfo.htm

Impact Factor for Different JCR Years
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Key Indicators
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Graoh Factor | Self Factor Graph Graph Life Life Graph Score in Citable  Graph  Percentile
Graph  \ Cites Géoh Granh Graph Graph ltems Graph

S, _ o Graph

Graph
2014 2776 3.585 3.021 441 0.945 55 75 9.9 0.00645 1.728 100.00 0.72201 97.169 =~
2013 2,501 3.079 2613 407 1.000 52 73 9.5 0.00626 1.670 100.00 0.68986 96.614
2012 2108 3337 2.851 3621 0.667 42 71 10.0 0.00548 1.336 100.00 Not ... 98.187
201 1,954 3732 2.829 3727 1.220 59 6.8 9.9 0.00510 1.286 100.00 Not .. 98.165
2010 1,776 2.768 2231 3.294 2.452 42 6.8 9.6 0.00338 0.981 100.00 Not .. 96.821
2009 1,628 2372 1.861 3.088 1.475 40 6.9 93 0.00348 0.862 100.00 Not .. 93.627
2008 1,054 1.435 1.293 2.446 0.595 42 6.4 9.7 0.00374 0.917 100.00 Not .. 79.451
2007 795 1.029 0.942 2.1 0.385 52 6.5 =10.0 0.00379 1.018 100.00 Not ... 73.427
2006 696 1.717 1416 MNotA 0.575 40 51 =10.0  NotA Mot ... 100.00 Not .. 88.375
2005 528 1.548 1483 MNotA 0.200 30 6.6 96  NotA . Mot ... 100.00 Not .. 88.346
2004 447 1.617 1.266 Mot A . 0.500 30 6.0 >10.0  NotA . Mot .. 93.33 Not .. 88.209
2003 379 1.300 1.300 Mot A._. 0.188 32 6.5 >10.0  NotA. . Mot .. 95.88 Not .. 82.729
2002 321 0.756 0688  MNotA.. 0.643 28 6.4 95 NotA.. Mot ... 92.86 Not ... 65.330
2001 295 1.021 0.875  NotA._. 0.227 22 6.2 93  NotA.. Mot ... 100.00 Not .. 82.880
2000 244 0.536 0.464  MNotA.. 0 23 6.2 8.7  NotA . Mot ... 100.00 Not .. 50.069

1999 274 0.918 0.673 Not A._. 0.320 25 5.6 85 NotA .. Mot .. 100.00 Not ... 73743




Working Example: Impact Factor of Learning and Instruction
(JCR SSCI 2014) = 3.585

Key Indicators

Impact
Factor
Year Total Journal Without 5¥ear Immediacy Citabhle Cited Citing Eigenfacto Article % Articles Normalizer Average
Cites Impact Journal Impact Index ltems Half- Half- Score Influence in Citahle Eigenfacto JIF
Graph Factor Self Factor Graph Granh Life Life Graph Score ltems Graph  Percentile
Graph Cites Graph Graph Graph Graph Graph Graph
Graph
2014 2775 3.585 3.0 4.4 0945 55 7.5 949 0.00645 1.728 100.00 0.72201 97 163

No. of Cites to 2012 or 2013 items in 2014
No. of items published in 2012 or 2013

Impact Factor =

Journal Impact Factor

Key Indicators Cites in 2014 to iterns published in: 2013 =186 Number of iterms published in: 2013 =52 _
2012 =171 2012 =42

Sum: 337 Sum: 94
CT'“a' Cites to recent iterms 337 "“"“?“ZE' A“jlrgge
ites A o tigenfacto
— Calculation= _ =3.585 Gl Percentile
MNurnber of recent iterms 94 il

2014 2776 0722 97 169
2013 2501 0.689586 S96.614
2012 2,108 Mot A 95187
2011 1954 Mot A 98,165
2010 1776 2,765 2231 3.294 2452 42 6.5 9B 000355 0.981 100.00 Mot A 96,821
2009 1628 2372 1.861 3.083 1.475 A0 69 93 0.003458 0.862 100.00 Mot A 93627

2008 1,054 1.435 1.293 2.446 0.595 42 6.4 9.7 0.00374 0.917 100.00 Mat A, 79.451



Impact Factor Trend of a Journal

Key Indicators
Impact
Factor
Year Total Journal Without 5 Year Immediacy Citable Cited Citing Eigenfacto Article % MNormalizet Average
Cites = Impact Journal Impact Index Items Half- Half- Score Influence  Articles Eigenfacto JIF
Graph JLactor Self Factor Graph Graph Life Life Graph Score in Citable Graph Percentile
( Graph  \ Cites Graph Graph Graph Graph ltems Graph
7 Graph
N — -
Graph
2014 2776 3585 3.021 4421 0.945 55 75 9.9  0.00645 1728 100.00 072201 97.169 =
2013 2,501 3.079 2613 4.071 1.000 52 7.3 9.5  0.00624 1.670 100.00  0.58986 96.614
2012 2,108 3337 2.851 3621 0.667 42 71 10.0 0.00548 1.336 100.00 MNotA. .. 98.187
2011 1,954 3732 2.829 3727 1.220 59 6.8 9.9  0.00510 1.286 100.00 NotA... 98.165
2010 1,776 2768 223 3.204 2.452 42 6.8 9.6 0.00388 0.981 100.00 NotA... 96.821
2009 1,628 2372 1.861 3.088 1.475 40 6.9 9.3 0.00348 0.862 100.00 NotA... 93.627
2008 1,054 1.435 1293 2.445 0.595 42 6.4 9.7  0.00374 0917 100.00 NotA... 79.451
2007 795 1.029 0.942 2181 0.385 52 6.5 =10.0  0.00379 1.018 100.00 NotA... 73.427
2006 G956 1717 1.416 NotA.. 0.575 40 51 =10.0  NotA. .. NotA... 100.00 NotA... 88375
2005 528 1548 1.483 Mot A 0.200 30 6.6 9.6 Mot A .. MotA... 100.00 MNotA. .. 88.346
2004 447 1.617 1.266 NotA.. 0.500 30 6.0 =10.0  NotA. .. NotA... 9333  NotA... 88.200
2003 379 1.300 1.300 NotA.. 0.188 32 6.5 =10.0  NotA. .. NotA... 96.88  NotA... 82729
2002 kYA 0.756 0.688 NotA.. 0.643 28 6.4 95  MNotA... NotA... 9286  NotA... 65.330
2001 295 1.021 0.875 NotA.. 0227 22 6.2 9.3 NotA.. NotA... 100.00 NotA... 82.880 *
1999 274 0.918 0.673 NotA.. 0.320 25 5.6 85  NotA.. NotA... 100.00 NotA... 73743
4| I »

Source Data
®

Rank View Last5 Years
Cited Journal Data
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R
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1]
Box Plot w
R
0 6
a
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~ 7 5 3 2768
- — ] 2.372
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Journal Ranking by Impact Factor by JCR Subject Category

Source Data
{ Rank
4 _ Jcrn | EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH PSYCHOLOGY, EDUCATIONAL

e Year « “  Rank \| Quartile JIF Percentile |, Rank \ Quartile JIF Percentile

Cited Journal Data 014 V(30224 4 Q1 98.884 ‘o _ 355 4 Q1 95.455
2013 51219 Q1 97.945 3053 Q1 95.283

Citing Journal Data 2012 21219 a1 99.315 2/51 Q1 97.059
2011 21206 a1 99.272 2/51 Q1 97.059

Box Plot 2010 3184 a1 98.641 3/50 Q1 95.000
2009 4139 at 97.482 5/44 Q1 89.773

Joumal Relationships 2008 16/113 at 86.283 12/42 Q2 72,619
2007 19/105 at 82.381 14/38 Qz 64.474
2006 5/100 a1 95.500 8/40 Q1 81.250
2005 4/98 a1 96.429 8/38 Q1 80.263
2004 491 a1 96.154 8/38 Q1 80.263
2003 8/92 a1 91.848 10/36 Q2 73.611
2002 21/93 at 77.957 18/37 Q2 52.703
2001 9/92 at 90.761 10/38 Q2 75.000
2000 37/96 Q2 61.979 24/38 Q3 38.158
1999 15/101 a1 85.644 15/38 Q2 61.842

v

NOTE:

A journal can belong to more than one subject
category; and therefore it is possible for a journal
to have different ranks




The Meaning of Quartiles in JCR

Quartiles in JCR on the InCites Platform

With the development of the next generation of
InCites platform, Thomson Reuters has provided an
enhanced calculation of the quartiles that provides
more precision.

Quartiles are defined as the following:

X = the journal rank in category
according to the metric (Journal
Impact Factor, Total Citations, etc)

Y = the number of journals in the
category.

£ = Percentile rank (X/Y)

o
- -~ -~

-~ -
— o o —

Q2:025<Z<05
Q3 05<Z2=075

Q4: 0.76< 2

http://ipscience-
help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrlournalProfile/jcrlournalProfileRank.html



http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrJournalProfile/jcrJournalProfileRank.html
http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrJournalProfile/jcrJournalProfileRank.html
http://ipscience-help.thomsonreuters.com/incitesLiveJCR/JCRGroup/jcrJournalProfile/jcrJournalProfileRank.html

Journal Ranking by Impact Factor by JCR Subject Category
Go to Journal Profile e

All Journal Categories ranked by Number of Journals Show Visualization <=
M 4 1-250f232 p M Customize Indicators
Select Journals
Total Cits Median Aggregate
———— QLS Impact Impact
- = \Select Category Factor Factor
S Select Categories 3 3 549,769 0.860 1.283
~~~—_—_—__—’ re
¥ EDUCATION & EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 1 it 2T o
Select JCR Year ) EDUCATION, SPECIAL P SN A e
2014 1 - ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES D 0 2,208,680 1.567 3.673
L ERGONOMICS Té 407 510 0.828 1.097
Select Edition
(] i
8 sce @ ssal ETHICS 5 1,285,250 2.362 3.030
) ETHNIC STUDIES 2 1,987,755 27N 4.010
' FAMILY STUDIES 9 980,001 1.235 1.798
J
GEOGRAPHY 4 164,498 0.740 0.922
[ GFRONTOI OGY -
13 1,258,004 1.606 2.954
11 ONCOLOGY SCIE 711 1,544,137 2.827 4.282
12 PLANT SCIENCES SCIE 204 887,003 1.373 2.719
13 SURGERY SCIE 198 991,594 1.478 2.250
14 CLINICAL NEUROLOGY SCIE 192 1,023,641 2.289 3141
15 MANAGEMENT SscCl 185 409,409 1.208 1.748
16 CELL BIOLOGY SCIE 184 1,864,728 3278 5779
GEOQSCIENCES,
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Education & Educational Research covers resources on the full spectrum of education, from theoretical to applied, from nursery school to Ph.D. Included

in this category are resources on pedagogy and methodology as well as on the history of education, reading, curriculum studies, education policy, and

the sociology and economics of education, as well as the use of computers in the classroom.
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Elsevier journal finder
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Note!!l

* Don’t forget after selecting journal, check this journal with
ministry of health's journal black list system, its too
important!!

* http://blacklist.research.ac.ir/
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